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As disciples in Christ, we 
support our faith community, 
encourage spiritual growth in 
everyone, and serve all 

creation with Christ-like love. 
 

We accomplish this by: 

§ spreading God's Word 

§ building relationships 

§ serving the community 

§ reaching out to those in     

   need 
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PASTOR'S FOCUS...Pastor Christell 
      

The focus of this note is preparing for and 
celebrating Christmas.  This Grace Notes is chocked 
full of activities, worship opportunities, ways to 

serve others, and Holiday information. 
 

I ask us to make time for preparing for the Christ Child to enter once 
again into our hearts and our lives.   

 
Enjoy the season, but make time for the REASON FOR THE SEASON. 

 
May everyone have a happy and faith-filled Advent and Christmas. 

 
Godôs richest blessings to all, 

 
Pastor Tom Christell 

 
 
 
 

ADVENT MID-WEEK DINNER AND EVENING PRAYER 
The Advent Season is just around the corner and we have some special 
things planned.  During Advent we will be learning and growing with the 
help of the number three, asking these questions: WHO, WHAT and WHY?  
On the four Wednesdays of Advent we will gather for dinner at 6:00pm 
and devotions at 7:00 pm. Each week we will explore some of the 
THREES that are special this time of the year. 

Nov. 30 ïThe Holy Trinity 
Dec.  7- The Three Kings 
Dec.14- The Holy Family 

Dec. 21- Faith, Hope, and Love 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall if you can help provide 
soup and/or sandwiches for the dinners. 
This will also be our theme for the Sunday School Youth All Church 
Worship on December 18th at 9:15 am. Mark your calendars now and 
help make this a wonderful worship service.  
There will only be one worship service that weekend and we will 
have an all church potluck following the worship.   
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175th ANNIVERSARY 

 

In December 2016 we will collect 175 hats, 175 pairs of mittens, and 
175 scarfs for the mitten trees that will be given to various schools in   
District 186. 
 
January 22, 2017ð2:00 pm Jenny Lind Vocal Ensemble from                  
Augustana College will be here. A reception will follow.  
 
May 14, 2017 (Motherôs Day) ï 4:00 pm Bach Cantata that will           
include our choir, and guest chamber orchestra,  
Matthew Sheppard, conductor 
       
There are a number of events being planned as we move into 
2017.  Please check our website and our Grace Notes as dates 
are finalized for a Hymn Festival to dedicate the new Steinway 
Grand Piano and other events as they unfold. 

www.gracelutheran-springfield.com 
 

 
A BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP... which is becoming an 
annual event hosted by the 3 ELCA congregations in 
Springfield will be held on Sunday, December 18, beginning 
at 3:00 pm at Peace Lutheran Church, 2800 W. Jefferson. 
There are those among us who feel down or blue at this time 
of year and this service is offered for them and all who wish a 
time of reflection and prayer. This is a low key service 
centered around scripture reading, short reflections, 
meditation, candle lighting, and Holy Communion. The goal 

of this service is to bring hope and comfort to all those in need.  
 
 
 

FIRST NIGHT AT HISTORIC GRACE 
Historic Grace will again be a First Night Springfield venue and we will 
be offering our lot at 7th and Capitol for free parking.  We do not know 
yet who will perform at Grace and will let you know as soon as we do.  
What we do know is that we need 2-4 host/hostesses at Historic Grace 
to be a welcoming presence during the various shifts of the evening.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the white board in the Fellowship Hall and it 
would be great if you could help out with this important outreach to our 
community.  If you have questions contact Pastor Christell. 

http://www.GraceLutheran-Springfield.com
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ADVENT/CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2016                                                                                                                                 

 

Saturday, November 26, 2016 
 

FIRST SATURDAY IN ADVENT 
5:00 pm Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, November 27, 2016 
 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
8:00 am Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion  

 
Wednesday, November 30,2016  

 

MID-WEEK ADVENTðHoly Trinity 
6:00 pm Dinner  

6:30 pm Bell Rehearsal 
7:00 pm Worship in Fellowship Hall 

7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
 

Saturday, December 3, 2016 
 

SECOND SATURDAY IN ADVENT 
9-10:30 am SCS Christmas Worship Rehearsal 

5:00 pm Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2016 
 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
8:00 am Holy Communion 
9:15 am Education Hour 
10:30 am Holy Communion  

12:00 ï 4:00 pm Kids Holiday Happening 
 

 Wednesday, December 7, 2016 
 

MID-WEEK ADVENTðThree Kings 
6:00 pm Dinner  

6:30 pm Bell Rehearsal 
7:00 pm Worship in Fellowship Hall 

7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
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Saturday, December 10, 2016 
 

THIRD SATURDAY IN ADVENT   
9:00 am WELCA Christmas Breakfast  
Pack Cookies for the Homebound 

9-10:30 am SCS Christmas Worship Rehearsal 
5:00 pm Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, December 11, 2016 

 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
             8:00 am Holy Communion  
            9:15 am Education Hour 
             10:30 am Holy Communion 
            1:00 pm All Church Caroling 
            4:00 pm Caroling at the Carillon 
             5:00 pm Fellowship at Wheatonôs 

 
Wednesday, December 14, 2016 

 

MID-WEEK ADVENTðHoly Family 
6:00 pm Dinner  

6:30 pm Bell Rehearsal 
7:00 pm Worship in Fellowship Hall 

7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
 

Saturday, December 17, 2016 
 

FOURTH SATURDAY IN ADVENT 
9:00 am Decorate Church 
No 5:00 pm service.   

Please join us Sunday at 9:15 am 
 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
9:15 am Sunday School All Church Worship 

with Holy Communion 
After church brunch with Jesusô Birthday 

3:00 pm Blue Christmas Worship at St. Johnôs Lutheran 
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Wednesday, December 21, 2016 

 

MID-WEEK ADVENTðFaith, Hope and Love 
     6:00 pm Dinner  

                               6:30 pm Bell Rehearsal 
                   7:00 pm Worship in Fellowship Hall 

       7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS 
Historic Grace will offer opportunities to celebrate Christmas 

with a variety of worship services. 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE NATIVITY 
4:30pm Christmas Prelude 

5:00pm Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion,  
Chancel Choir, Handbells and Candle Lighting  

10:30pm Christmas Prelude 
11:00pm Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion, 

Christmas Choir, Handbells and Candle Lighting 
 
 

Sunday, December 25, 2016 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE INCARNATION 
9:00am Christmas Day Service of Holy Communion 

 
FIRST SATURDAY OF CHRISTMAS, December 31, 2016 

 

New Yearôs Eve 
5:00 pm SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Worship in Fellowship Hall 
 

6:00 pm First Night Springfield 
 

 FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS, January 1, 2017 
 

New Yearôs Day 
 SERVICES OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
8:00 am and 10:30 am Sunday  
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PRAYERS OF GRACE MINISTRY 
 

ñPray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.ò  

Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

There are a couple of ways to request prayers from the Prayer 
Chain or if you would like to join the Prayer Chain list.  

 1.  Call the church office (522-3965). 

 2.  Email Chris Venaas (cvksos4363@gmail.com),           
Sara Oehlert (soehlert@aol.com), or Pastor Christell 
(prchristell@aol.com) 

ASK THE STAFF:  òWhy is it taking so long to repair the chair lift and when 
is the estimated repair date?ò 
The basic problem right now is finding parts that are no longer being produced.            
There is one main part that is not operating that means nothing on the lift operates.     
The second problem is our lift is old and out of date and needs to be re-fitted with 
new parts, if, that is even possible.  We have also asked what it would take to     
extend the lift to the second floor and that means all new lift, rigging and complete 
new track system.  The last we heard from the engineer is that he is searching all 
over the country to see if somewhere a lift like ours is in working condition, but    
being removed to upgrade someone elseôs system.  If so, the engineer might be 
able to take the parts of that system and repair ours. And so we wait.  Sorry. 

Helping Hands is in need of donations 
for  coffee,  creamer, sugar, Styrofoam 8oz 
cups, and laundry detergent.  

mailto:soehlert@aol.com
mailto:prchristell@aol.com
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            From the Desk of Director of Music JB Georgeé                         

 

ñWho Moved My Kyrie?ò 

With the changing of the liturgical seasons, people often remark to me, 
ñOh, weôre not singing ________anymore.ò  Certain elements change 
with the season, both in the music and in the texts, as well as visual   
elements, such as different colors in the paraments (the cloths and 
banners around the church).  These changes are made with a purpose, 
not to ñkeep people guessingò or just to add change for the sake of 
change.   
Historic Grace has for several years used a different Gathering Rite 
during Advent.  The Kyrie and Canticle of Praise are replaced with the 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath, which includes a sung response.  You 
will also notice that the Song of Simeon, ñLord, Now You Let Your 
Servant Go in Peace,ò is also omitted for Advent.  This flexibility in the 
GATHERING and SENDING parts of worship are features of the ñnewò 
red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006).  These parts of the 
service are sometimes very full, sometimes very simple, as on our 
Saturday evening services, when we begin and end with a hymn and 
responsive reading.   

Another area of flexibility is in the sung offertory.  Instead 
of only singing ñCreate in Meò or ñLet the Vineyards,ò which 
are both well-loved texts for bringing our offerings to the 
altar, we may also sing seasonally-oriented texts, such as 
ñCome Now, O Prince of Peaceò during Advent, which is a 
brand new song to Grace, written originally in Korean, and 

now included in many American hymnals.   
Whatôs new is also old!  The ñnew red hymnalò also includes some 
elements all the way back to the ñold red hymnal,ò the 1958 Service 
Book and Hymnal.  This year, we will reintroduce some liturgical music 
from it, including the beautifully lyrical ñLamb of Godò and the quietly 
understated ñHoly.ò   
Since Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) is being used extensively at 
Grace, some of you may be interested to see a copy.  We donôt have 
copies in the pews, since we use the ñvirtual hymnalò by printing our 
hymns and liturgy using our license subscriptions.  There is, however, a 
regular printed version available.  Anyone is welcome to come to 
borrow a copy if they would like to explore the rich resource that 
informs much of worship today at Grace and throughout the ELCA.  
(and beyondðELW is a resource consulted by music directors and 
pastors in many other churches as well).   
        Continue on Page 9 
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Servant Opportunities 

¶ Provide cookies for homebound December 10. 

¶ Pack or deliver Christmas Food Baskets. 

¶ Ring a Bell for the Salvation Army. 

¶ Give mittens or hats for the tree.  

¶ Sing in the Christmas Choirs. 

  Continued from Page 8 
 

Why all this variety?  It helps us experience something of the Church 
in all times and places.  When we come to Holy Communion, we are 
joining not only with our sisters and brothers in Christ at Historic Grace 
on this day, but with those saints who have gone before us in the past, 
with those Christians in other places and cultures, and with those yet 
to come.  We are all held in Godôs loving hands; likewise, we treasure 
the gifts of each other.  I treasure the gifts of all of you, so generously 
given.   
 Thank you for the blessing that you are to my family and me.   
   JB 

CALLING ALL HOLIDAY DECORATORS...We will be 
decorating the Christmas tree and hanging the wreaths on 
Saturday, December 17th, beginning at 9:00 am. Everyone 
is invited to come and help. The Worship and Music 
committee hosts this event, but we need a lot of others to 
make the work easy and go swiftly.  If you have questions, 
contact Chris Venaas or Pastor Christell. 

 
BANNERSé Do you know someone who was confirmed at Grace 
since 1987? Cindy Anderson made a banner for almost every class 
since 1988. The name of the confirmed is on their class banner. We 
now have a beautiful book picturing each of the banners on display in 
the Fellowship Hall. If you wish to surprise a confirmand with this book 
as a gift or the anniversary of their confirmation an order form is in the 
Fellowship Hall.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERSé When you donate altar flowers, if you wish the       
worship bulletin to state what event or person you wish to honor or 
remember, please complete the form next to the flower chart.  
The new chart will be available very soon.  
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL  
Regularly scheduled classes are each week at 9:15 am.  
We will not have class December 25 or January 1.  

 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP ï 3 
This special Christmas service will be at 9:15 am service Sunday 
December 18th.  The children are working very hard on lines and music 
in the hopes of providing a very worshipful time for all.  Please support 
our young people as they proclaim the love of God at this special time 
of year. The youth will be rehearsing on Dec. 3rd & 10th  9-10:30 am.   
A Happy Birthday Jesus potluck brunch will be held immediately 
after worship. Drink and dessert will be provided.  Please bring a 
breakfast/brunch dish to pass. There is a sign-up sheet on the white 
board in the fellowship hall. Please let us know how many from your 
family will be coming and what dish you will bring to share with others.  
Questions? Contact Kim Gietl or Pastor Tom.                 
 

 ADULT FORUM  
The Sunday morning Adult Forum for November will explore the basic 
tenets of the three religions that believe in one God, Judaism, Islam, and 
Christianity.  Adult Forum meets between services at 9:15 am each Sunday 
in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to attend. 
The schedule will be: 
November 27: Thanksgiving break (no Adult Forum) 
December 4: Basic tenets of Christianity conducted by Pastor Tom 
December 11: Round table discussion with Ali, Cary, and Pastor Tom 

 

Come and PRAY with us! Join us each week at 10:15 am Sunday in 
the Fellowship Hall and pray as a community. ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES  
Sunday School Confirmation classes continue each week on Sunday at 
9:10 am.  These classes will focus on the Old Testament.  There will be 
no mini-retreat in December. Dates for January, February, March, April 
and May still need to be set with families. 
 

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY  
BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY is held each Thursday, from 
12:15-12:50.  Some bring their lunch with them, coffee and 
water is always available.  We are exploring the book of Acts.  
Come join us and together we will see what we find.   
  NO Bible Study December 22 or 29.   
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Youth Page  
 

December 4- ANNUAL KIDS' HOLIDAY HAPPENINGé  
will be held on Sunday, December 4th from 12:00-4:00 pm.  
This is a service project of our 6th-High School youth. 
Toddlers - 5th graders can be dropped off at church and the 
youth, with adult supervision, will watch the children so 
parents can have a few hours to themselves during this hectic time of 
year.  Those participating will be fed lunch, watch a movie, play games 
in the gym, do crafts, and finish the day decorating and eating cookies 
(with plenty of cold milk, of course).  There is a sign-up sheet on the 
white board in the Fellowship Hall.  Please sign-up your child(ren) and 
any friends so we know how many to prepare for. Friends are always 
welcome.  Questions, call Pastor Tom. 
 

 
 
-  I sent the confirmation class on a little field trip through the church 
building recently, and told them to look for bibles.  They wrote down 
how many they found and where they were.  Mostly, they found them 
in cabinets, or on the tables in the Sunday School classrooms, as class 
was going on at the time of the search.  When they returned 
to our classroom, we talked about what they found.  The 
one place they were surprised NOT to find one was the 
sanctuary.  How can there not be a bible in the ñchurchò?  
Ok, thereôs that giant, heavy old one on the shelf in the 
lectern, but really, whoôs going to use that? 
So, they decided there should be one in the sanctuary. One that 
anyone can use, anyone can pick up and read, any time they are in 
the church and want to spend a little time with Godôs word.  We have 
ordered a large print bible, as our gift to our church family.  It will be 
in the sanctuary.  Please feel free to look at it, or even take it back to 
your seat to read before church.  We just ask that you put it back 
when you are finished, so that it will be available to others. 
   

Claire, Hailey, Joey, Liam and Lindsey  

 The 2016-2017 Confirmation Class 

During Advent keep watch for the SHEPHERD ON THE SEARCHé  
Children of all ages can keep watch for our Shepherd that will be 
placed somewhere in the church each week.  
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

 

On Tuesday, November 15, 2016 the Congregational Council held its 
regular meeting. Reports were received from Pastor Tom, Treasurer Susan 
LeMasters, and various committees. 
¶ Upcoming dates for various activities were reported by Pastor Tom.  
¶ Contact needs to be made with Brian from Springfield Downtown 
Parking to discuss number of spaces in the parking lot that may or may 
not be rented.  

¶ A presentation was given by Ed Wollet and Jack Wheaton regarding the 
HVAC unit and what was recommended by Johnson Engineering and 
what they propose moving forward. Next Airmasters must come in and 
take a piece of the pipes for inspection to see if the current piping is 
functional.  

¶ The organ recital and reception was well received and Bill Hansen and 
the Parish Life committee did a great job hosting.  

¶ Time & Talent, Commitment cards and EFT forms will be 
going out in the coming week.  

Council Action: 
¶ Community Ministry has proposed that Breadline Sunday be 
discontinued following this year, because of lack of interest in white 
bread.  A friendly amendment to that proposal was made in that we will 
have a noisy offering for St. Johnôs Breadline the weekend before 
Thanksgiving. Amended and vote was unanimous.  

FINANCIAL/ATTENDANCE REPORT 
       October 2016              October 2015 

Estimate of giving $35,337   Estimate of giving $23,895 

Actually given $35,869                Actually given  $34,054   

Month October 2016             Month October 2015 

Budget Income $35,337           Budget Income  $34,054 

Budget Expense  $35,042   Budget Expense $33,900 

Actual Income *$34,869            Actual Income  *$23,895 

Actual Expense $47,396            Actual Expense  $28,387 
 

* Includes offerings plus parking lot income, distributions from Trusts, etc.  

Attendance for October 2016     Attendance for October 2015 

  (5 weeks)  663             (4 weeks ) 579 
 

  2016 AVG. YTD             2015 AVG. YTD  

  138                             145 
Average attendance year to date this is the total number of worshippers divided by 
the number of weekends in the year to date.  (i.e. Total attendance 800 divided by 

6 weekends=133 members in average attendance). 
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FUN FELLOWSHIP FACTS:  December 2016 

 

Ten Grace crafters created a wall hanging with dual purpose on Wednesday 
November 2 at 6:00pm. It was lead by Angie Nesbit, a Franklin Middle school 
teacher.  The weather scared away a few and the Cubs game had some of 
the ladies working double time. One side they decorated for the fall season, 
and on the other side, they created a Christmas decoration.  Everyone had a 
wonderful time, and created some really beautiful pieces to decorate their 
homes.  Thanks to Deb Smith for organizing, and thanks to everyone who 
participated.  Also, thanks to Velma Lawson, who suggested a craft/paint 
night to the committee. 
 

Advent season dinners begin November 30 with four dinners to be held 
through December 21, 2016.  The Fellowship Committee will provide the 
entire meal, to consist of baked lasagna, garlic bread, salad and dessert on 
11/30.  We are seeking volunteers to provide soup and sandwiches for both 
12/7 and 12/14.  A sign-up sheet is available in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
committee will also provide the meal, to consist of sloppy joe sandwiches, 
chips, salad and dessert on 12/21/16.  We hope you can join us. 
 

Christmas caroling to our homebound members is my favorite event of the 
year.  The smiles on the faces of those we visit will definitely put you in the 
Christmas spirit.  Plus, the more carolers we have, the more folks we can 
visit, and the more Christmas cheer we can spread.  Our annual all Historic 
Grace Caroling will be held on Sunday, December 11, 2016 beginning at 
church at 1:00 pm.  We will go caroling to our homebound members and 
others for a couple of hours, meet at the Washington Park Carillon at 4:00 
to lead caroling there and eventually end up at the Wheatonôs for some 
refreshments and fellowship.  There is a sign-up sheet on the white board 
in the Fellowship Hall so let us know if you are caroling and how many will 
be coming with you.  It would really be nice to have the younger ones 
with us.  They can really brighten the faces of those we carol to. 
 

Below is a calendar of events for the remainder of 2016 and into early 2017. 
Please join us for a little food, fellowship and fun.  If you have any 
suggestions or ideas for future fellowship events, please contact a member  
of the committee.   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Nov/Dec:  Advent Season Wednesday Suppers/Services ï 
Wednesday, November 30 through December 21 

 

Caroling ï Sunday 12/11/16 ï 1:00PM   
 

Feb. 2017: Valentineôs Dinner ï Still in the planning stages but date has 
been set for Friday, February 10 at Indigo Restaurant at a cost  
of $25, per person.  Mark your calendars. 
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  

Helen Appleton 

As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the 
Historical Grace Lutheran Church Food Pantry is 

to feed the hungry.  
 

 
In October of 2016, we served 605 families 
composed of 1332 individuals compared to 464 

families composed of 1082 individuals in 2015.  This reflects over a 
30% increase in both individuals and families served!  
 
During October the Food Pantry received more income in one month 
than we spent for the first time this year!  This was largely thanks to 
the $3000 grant from the Community Foundation, which was detailed 
in last monthôs Grace Notes, but also due to the generosity of many 
individual contributors.  Despite this, our funds are lower than in the 
past as we are serving more people and the food costs are ever 
increasing.  The Food Board will be implementing additional measures 
to cut costs. 
 
During the first week of November, we were also the fortunate 
recipient of a trailer of over 3000 items of food collected by St. Johnôs.   
We are blessed to be able to provide to our clients 
because of the generosity of so many different people!   
 
     Merry Christmas! 
 

 
Those who gave to the Thanksgiving Food Baskets can be 
found on Page 21 of Grace Notes 
 

Wю їј ѕјїѐюћ їююэ юѐѐ ьъћѝјїќðѝёъїє Ѣјў  
 

FOOD PANTRY CLOSED December 23ðJanuary 8 and will reopen January 9 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND 

CARL & DOROTHY 
BAHRE 

ETHEL BUTCHEK 

BETTY FOWLER 
GLORIA GAGNON 
HELEN MELNYK 

HELEN MOORE 
ELEANOR SAKRIS 
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ALLWOMEN of Grace are welcome at the Womenôs Circle 
meetings and other WELCA events.  Please note the 

following things happening in December 
 

Sewôn Sowers - December 3rd from 9:00 am to noon in the basement 
- Contact person is Charlotte Blumle. 
 

Ruth Circleð will be celebrating Christmas at the Chesapeake seafood 
House on Clearlake Ave on December 6th at 6:00pm. Contact is Sara 

Oehlert or Jean Scherer 
 

Faith/Grace Circle - December 7th at 12:30 pm in Fellowship 
Hall.  Contact person is Charlotte Blumle. 

       

600 COOKIES NEEDED FOR HOMEBOUND...WELCA has an annual 
custom of inviting members to bake cookies for WELCA to deliver to our 
homebound members for Christmas. Please have your cookies at church 
by Saturday, December 10, 2016. A free breakfast will be hosted by 
the Faith/Grace Circle at 9:00 a.m. and then we will pack cookies.  
The 4th Quarterly Meeting of WELCA will be held that Saturday as 
well.  We will be packing cookies to take to the homebound. Cookies are 
needed for this event. Please sign on reservation sheet in Fellowship 
Hall if you plan to attend the breakfast. Faith/Grace Circle will provide 
breakfast. Refer questions to Charlotte Blumle 546-5573. 

 
Do you want a unique Christmas gift 

that gives back?? 
 

 

WELCA will once again do our Fair Trade SERRV sale this year.                    
Unique products from around the world will be available.   

For each item that is sold, a percentage goes back to the maker in a 
third world country. Browse and buy from the selection of products on 
display at church the weeks of December 3-4 and December 10-11.      
A catalog will also be available. You can also go online at serrv.org,   

shop and then fill out an order form. Then give the order form to Kristin 
Schattschneider.   

ALL ORDERS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY DECEMBER 11!!   

Products will be here by Christmas! 

Any questions can be addressed by Kristin Schattschneider 

217-691-3386 or kschatts@comcast.net 

mailto:kschatts@comcast.net


16 

 
Community Ministry Needs YOU! 

Here is a list of dates for Community Ministry through September, 
2017.  We meet at church at 5:30pm. Jan. 4, March 1, May 3, July 5, 
and Sept. 6  We are grateful that there are many opportunities for us 
to be of service during the Christmas season!  Take a look and sign up 
for one or two if you can. Thank you! 
 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing Schnucks on Montvale 
Salvation Army bell-ringing will be Saturday, December 17 from 
10:00amð7:00pm.  We will ring in the entryway so we can stay 

warm. There will be a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Mitten Tree 
We will set up the Mitten/Hat Tree in the Fellowship Hall by 
December 1st. Thank you in advance for bringing in warm 

hats and mittens for children in Springfield. 
 

 

Thank Youôs 
¶ Thank you for Sharon Minorôs gift of altar flowers for my 
birthday and observances of her wedding anniversary. They 
brightened my dining room for 1 1/2 weeks. Anna Mae 
Handshy 

¶ Thank for collecting coats for our coat drive at the Salvation          
Army! We collected close to 100 total and will be so beneficial for 
people in our community! Blessings Captain Stanbury 

¶ Thank you to all those who participated in the Crop Walk. We took 
great steps to help all those in need.  

¶ All those who stayed and sorted the over 3000 food items we re-
ceived from St. Johnôs. It was truly amazing! 

¶ Dear Pastor and members of Grace, Please accept our thanks for the 
beautiful altar flowers delivered to Erica by Sara.  A special thank 
you to Mary Plymire for designating Erica as the recipient. God bless 
all of you.  Erica Trinhôs family 

¶ Thank you to all those who donated baked or other items for the 
Willard Ice Sale. Thanks to Deb Wakefield, Salli Shields, Carol Morris, 
Kendal Hoselton, Charlotte Blumle, Kristin Schattschneider and JD 
Bredehoft for their help as well as those members who stopped by 
during the day. 
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Lunch Bunch for DECEMBER 
Please join us for the all Church potluck on December 18th following 

9:15 am Worship.  

SEWNô SOWERS STOCKING STUFFERS...For a      
donation stuffed animals are made out of Christmas and    
U of I theme fabric are available in the Fellowship Hall.    
We make stuffed animals and donate them to agencies that 
serve  children. The money is used to purchase supplies to 

make more animals and whatever is left is given to the Food 
Pantry. Questions may be referred to Charlotte, 546-5573.  
We will meet December 3rd at 9:00am.  

Stewardship News 
 

FIRST, WE GIVE OF OURSELVES is this yearôs 
Stewardship theme.   On week of November 21 covenant 
cards and Time and Talents sheets were sent to homes of 
all members.  Please take time to prayerfully consider what 

your support of Historic Grace Lutheran Church will be in 2017.       
Remember it takes all of working together using our TIME, TALENT, 
AND TREASURES to make mission and ministry come alive in our  
congregation moving out into our community and around the world.  
Please bring covenant cards and Time and Talent sheets to worship 
the weekend of December 3 & 4, 2016.  They will be collected at the 
time of the offering and we will have a special prayer of blessing. 

IN OTHER NEWSé. 
TWISTED STITCHERSé is a group of ladies that get together the 
first Tuesday evening of the month in someoneôs home and have an 
evening of fellowship and stitching crafts (knitting, crochet, cross-
stich, quilting or anything else) We are open for any ladies to come 

and join us for an evening of fellowship.  Come check us out.  
December 4, 2016 5:30pm Christmas Potluck at the home of 
Debbie Rigg,  125 Basswood Rd, Springfield 

January 3, 2017 7:00 pm  Sara Oehlert  45 Axline, Chatham 
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Washington Place Christmas Party 

December 10 at 2 PM 
Our dear friends from Washington Place in Beardstown   will 
be coming to Grace Lutheran Church for our annual Christmas 
celebration on Saturday, December 10 at 2:00pm.  
Washington Place is a Community Integrated Living  
Arrangement (CILA) operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois and 
the residents there are long-time friends of our congregation.  This 
home is a therapeutic living arrangement for individuals that have been 
diagnosed with a condition known as Prader Willi Syndrome. Prader Willi 
Syndrome is a genetic condition which results in developmental delay 
and an overwhelming  compulsion to eat paired with an extremely low 
metabolism resulting in severe health issues. This very successful LSSI 
program provides a structured environment along with a calorie 
controlled diet and exercise regimen that promotes optimal health for 
the residents. Grace has hosted this charming group of people at 
Christmas time for the last seven years. Games, Crafts and gifts along 
with a carefully planned snack menu are provided.  Christmas wish lists 
will be posted in the Fellowship Hall soon, if you would like to assist with 
the shopping for their gifts. If you have any questions, please contact 
Robin Mahnken at (217) 638-1779.  Do try to fit this event into your 
Christmas Season.  You will be glad you did! 
 

Cookbook Update 
299 have been sold and we have 828 left to sell. The 
income from ads in the cookbook and cookbooks sales is 
$7,135.00 The publishers bill is $10,000 so we have to sell 
191 more books to pay the publisher. After that bill is paid 
from all income from the sale of the remaining books will be 

given to the Food Pantry. When all the books are sold the Pantry will 
receive $9,555.00  Consider giving cookbooks for Christmas gifts, 
shower or wedding gifts, birthdays, etc.  Do you know any members 
that have moved out of town and whom you would enjoy sending 
them a cookbook? Please let us know if you have any 
suggestions on how we can sell the cookbooks.  
 
 

Random Acts of Kindnessé without being asked one of our mem-
bers cleans every week at church ever since our custodian has been ill.  
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 December Birthdays  
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December 1 Gary Sandage 
   Jack Wheaton 
 
December 2 Scott Mahnken 
 
December 5 Ann Evans 
    
December 7 John Kennedy 
   Cody Wiltshire  
 
December 8 Olivia Darling 
 
December 9 Glenda Bowles 
 
December 10 Julie Fugate 
   Trenton Thompson 

   Otto Von Holten 
 
December 13 Barbara Hedden 
   Joann Howe 
 
December 14 Sara Oehlert 
   Jessica Thannen 
   Sharon Turner 
 
December 15 John Klit 
 
December 17 Katie Christell 
   David Farrell 
   Dan Hoselton 
 
December 18 Carol Weyhrich 

December 19 Chuck Rehwald 
 
December 20 Helen Appleton 
   Claire Thannen 
 
December 22 Frank Beckman 
 
December 23 Claudia Cross 
      
December 24 Joey Klint 
 
December 25 Kendal Hoselton 
 
December 26 Gabriella Behl 
   Monica Dishon 
   
December 27 Dixie Alvies 
   Bob Ruff 
 
December 29 Wanda Williams 
 
December 30 Della Thomas 
 
December 31 Mackenzie  
   Schlicht  
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    YOUR HEALTH NEWS 

 Parish Nurse...Diana Weyhenmeyer 
Hello everyone, With the holidays quickly approaching I thought this 
might be helpful. I wrote this in 2013, and tweaked it a bit.  The following 
was taken from Clearpoint Credit Counseling Solutions and web site: 
http://www.clearpointcreditcounselingsolutions.org/holiday-shopping-tips-and-giving-
gifts-on-a-budget 

Holiday Shopping Tips, Giving Gifts on a Budget 

 1. Make a list.  Jot down a list of the persons that you wish to give a 
holiday gift. 

 2. Set a Limit.   Look at your budget to see what amount you can 
afford to spend in total and then set limits for the amounts you will spend 
on each person. 

 3. Do your research.  Many retailers are offering holiday deals, but 
are the deals really a good buy? Be sure to comparison shop and 
look online to see if you can get a better deal than the sale price. Be 
careful to factor in shipping costs if making online purchases. When 
youôre done browsing prices do a quick search for the 
name of the item and the term coupon or sale. Often 
times you can find coupons or greater discounts by using 
this tactic. 

 4. Plan your purchases.  Decide on what items you 
will buy online and which items you will purchase at local 
retailers. 

 5. Making purchases.  Be mindful to stick to your list 
and only buy items that you have planned on. Avoid the temptation to 
make impulse purchases as they can blow your budget in a flash.  At the 
checkout, always be sure to check your receipts to make sure all of your 
sale items and discounts were applied.  Also ask for gift boxes if they are 
available to save in wrapping costs. 

 6. Donôt open store credit or use a credit card.  Making purchases 
on credit can be tempting but unless you can repay the balance in full 
before the next billing cycle it can cost you. Instead use layaway 
programs, or spread out the cost by splitting up your purchases to 
different pay periods when youôll have the cash available. 

 7. Lastly be creative & remember to give from the heart & not from 
the wallet.   Making gifts or giving things that have a personal touch can 
be better than expensive gifts. Sometimes giving items like a family 
photo or putting together a video of family moments can be a better gift. 
Often giving the gift of time and doing activities with friends and family 
can be better than buying an expensive gift.  

        Continues on Page 21 

http://www.clearpointcreditcounselingsolutions.org/holiday-shopping-tips-and-giving-gifts-on-a-budget/
http://www.clearpointcreditcounselingsolutions.org/holiday-shopping-tips-and-giving-gifts-on-a-budget/

