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HISTORIC GRACE LUTHERAN’S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

As disciples in Christ, we support our faith community, encourage spiritual 
growth in everyone, and serve all creation with Christ-like love. 

  

We accomplish this by: 

§ spreading God's Word 

§ building relationships 

§ serving the community 

§ reaching out to those in need 

2019 
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PASTOR'S FOCUS...Pastor Christell 
      
 

I have a very good friend in my office.  He has been 
with me for almost a decade.  This friend is trust 
worthy and always stands ready to be of service to 

me.  We have been through good times, as well as times of sadness 
and grief. 
Last Tuesday evening the Nominations Committee met in my office to 
put together a slate of candidates for Council and next year’s 
Nominating Committee.  Ed Wollet walked into my office looked at my 
friend standing strong in his place and said,  

“Looks like it is time to replace that chair.” 
I will grant you that my office chair has seen better days.  The seat, 
especially has had a lot of wear and tear.  Some of the fake leather 
has started to roll up and fall on the floor.  My desk chair does not 
always swivel around as easily as it once did.  The fabric on the back 
rest has lost its once bright and vivid sheen. 

“Looks like it is time to replace that chair.” 
I don’t think so.  My desk chair has been a part of my ministry. He 
was there for me when I would counsel a couple planning their 
wedding.  He would let me lean over my desk and hand a Kleenex to 
those with tears rolling down their cheek as a grieving family sat in my 
office making funeral arrangements for one of its loved ones. There 
were times that I would lean back in my chair as young parents and I 
talked about the meaning of Baptism as the little one was sitting on 
mommy’s lap. 

Oh yes, my friend has been there with me for a long time. 
He knows how sermons would sometimes come easy, while at other 
times I had difficulties bringing them together.  My chair was there 
when my desk was full of books as I prepared for Bible Studies,             
Adult Forums, Confirmation classes and all kinds of meetings. 
My friend, my chair, holds many secrets good and not so good that 
people have shared with me over the years.  

“Looks like it is time to replace that chair.” I don’t think so!   
Get the next pastor a new one.... 
    My friend will be retiring with me... 
 
 Grace and Peace to all, 
     Pastor Tom 
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     From the Desk of Cantor JB Georgeé 

 
 

With the choir in a few weeks of 
winter recess, I get to have a 
different role in the hour between 
services on Sunday morning: 
leading adult forum!  We have 
chosen a five-week series from 
Augsburg Fortress entitled 
“Worship Matters” Worship does 
indeed matter to us and to the life 
of world.  This course will explore 
why we worship, and how we 
worship (and how those two are 
intertwined).  How do we 
encounter God in Word and 
Sacrament?  How do we respond 
with Prayer and Praise?  Why does 
it matter to the whole Body of 
Christ and, ultimately, to the whole 
world? 
This is an introductory course, but 
also will include some deep 
thoughts for discussion and 
exploration.  It is appropriate both 
for the newer Lutheran who might 
be afraid to ask, “Why do we do 
_____ that way?”  Or, for a lifelong 

Lutheran who can describe ways in which the Lutheran tradition has 
changed in some ways over time, and who might explain how their own 
perspective has changed over time as well. 
The participant study books will be provided.  We will 
also have hand-on exploration time with actual print 
versions of Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the ELCA 
hymnal published in 2006, which is our primary worship 
resource.   
February Sundays at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall. 
I hope to see you there.  Bring a curious friend! 
JB 
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SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL, ADULT FORUM  
Join us each week on the Second Floor at 9:15 am!! 

We will have music and opening time with Mr. George at the end of the 
hall and prayers with Pastor Tom.  Young ones are welcome in the 

Nursery with Claire or Lindsey.  Pre-K to 2nd grade in the room at the 
end of the hall.  3-6th grades will be in the large room to the right.  

  
 ADULT FORUM  

The Sunday morning Adult Forum meets between services at 9:30 am 
each Sunday in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to attend.   
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES  
Sunday School Confirmation classes continue each week on 
Sunday at 9:15 am.  These classes will focus on the Old 
Testament and Living Lutheran.   
 

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY  
BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY is held each Thursday, from 
12:10-12:50.  Some bring their lunch with them. Coffee 

and water is always available.  Come join us and together 
we will see what we find.  

 
 Come and PRAY with us! Join us each week at 10:15 am Sunday in 

the Fellowship Hall and pray as a community. ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

 
Still needed: 
Ministry for newborns...for many 
years Ann Schlicht has mailed helpful 
Christian materials provided by the church 
to parents of newborns. Ann is retiring 
from this ministry. Please contact the 
church secretary to learn about the 
ministry. This is a ministry in which 
homebound members can participate as 
well as students who need service hours 
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Sharon Knop sknop@gcctv.com Mary Schofield maryschofield560@comcast.net 
Kendal Hoselton kshrn2@aol.com 
                                                          

FUN FELLOWSHIP FACTS FEBRUARY 2019 
UPCOMING EVENTS:    
February:  

VALENTINES DAY DINNER OUT… The fellowship committee has 
arranged for a buffet dinner on Friday, 
February 15 at Indigo restaurant at 
6:00pm.  Please sign-up on the white board 
and look there for more details. Cost is $30.00 
per person, which is all inclusive. Checks 
should be made out to Mary Schofield. 
Payment needs to be received by February 10. 

 
March:  Lenten Suppers – Ash Wednesday 3/6/19 through 4/10/19 
 
September:   Labor Day Picnic—September 2 
 
 

Stephen Ministry News  
Thank you for your prayers and support as we have planned for, studied 
and begun to train to be Stephen Ministers here at Grace. We continue 
teaching and learning together around a variety of topics including…  

 - The Person of the Caregiver 
 - Feelings: Yours, Mine and Ours 
 - The Art of Listening 
 - Confidentiality 
 - Distinctly Christian Caregiving 
 - Assertiveness: Relating Gently and Firmly 

Class dates are February 3, 10, 24. Some of the upcoming 
topics will focus on maintaining boundaries, ministering to 
those experiencing grief, depression, or long term illness.  
We eat a light lunch before class starts and have snacks during the          
afternoon break.  If you would like to provide lunch and/or snack for 7 
people (e.g. Soup, sandwiches, salads desserts) or snack items for 
break, please call Charlotte at 546-5573 or sign up on the white board.  
If you think this is a ministry that might be interested in becoming a part  
of or if you have any questions about how to become a Stephen Minister 
please contact the church office.   
In Christ’s love, The Stephen Ministry Team 

mailto:sknop@gcctv.com
mailto:maryschofield560@comcast.net
mailto:kshrn2@aol.com
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FOOD PANTRY REPORT  
Helen Appleton 

As Christ fed the multitudes, the mission of the Historical Grace 
Lutheran Church Food Pantry is to feed the hungry.  

 

In December of 2018, we served 369 families composed of 761 
individuals compared to 406 families composed of 913 individuals in 
2017.  Despite the lower numbers for December, we served 1.5% 
more households and 2% more families than in 2017.  We started 
the month with $29,933.98 and ended with $34,180.98.  This 
balance is about $5,300 more than our ending balance in 2017; 
however, in 2018 we received a onetime gift of over $12,000 from 
Peace, so we will be continuing to do ongoing fund raising and cost 
cutting measures to maintain a healthy balance.  During December, 
there were expenses of $6,600.15, deposits of $8,071.95, and 
transfers in (to reimburse for Food Basket expenses) of $2,775.00.  
The deposits included $979.26 from Church World Service which was 
raised during the Crop Walk. 
I get a lot of questions about the difference between the Food Pantry 
and the Food Baskets.  While we have found it to be efficient and 
cost effective to buy food for both projects together, the funds raised 
and spent are kept separate.  There are separate appeals, grant 
requests, and fund raising for the two different projects.  We want 
donors and grantors to know that any money donated for the Food 
Pantry is spent on the Food Pantry and that any money donated for 
the Food Baskets is spent on the Food Baskets.  The Food Pantry 
operates all year round.  The Food Baskets are provided at Easter, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  Most of the Food Baskets go to the 
families at McClernand, Black Hawk, and Franklin Schools.  These 
families are selected by the school social workers.  Peace and Grace 
work together to fund and pack the Food Baskets.  St. John’s 
contributes through their annual food drive at Thanksgiving.  All the 
food from the Our Saviors’ food drive goes to the Food Pantry.  
Please ask me if there are more questions about this! 
While we were closed over the holidays, Joyce Abrams organized a 
group for an annual cleaning of all the shelves, refrigerators, and 
freezers.  We again disposed of clutter and the Food Pantry looks 
much nicer!  Thank you to Joyce, Lorraine Bivin, Judy Wollet (and 
myself). 
As always, thank you to everyone who contributes time, money, and/
or food and to all who pray for the Food Pantry and our clients.  
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PRAYERS OF GRACE MINISTRY 
 

Pray in the spirit at all times and on every occasion.   
Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers 

everywhere.”   Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 
 
 

If you are in need of prayer or if you would like to join the Prayer Chain 
please call the church office (522-3965) or email Pastor Christell 
prchristell@aol.com or Sara Oehlert soehlert@aol.com 

 

WINTER WEDNESDAYS START FEBRUARY 6…Winter Wednesdays 
are a chance to get together to talk about topics of faith.  
It's a new idea for Grace, try it and see if you like it!  
Topic: Taking the Cringe Out of Evangelism.  
Source: Evangelism for Non-Evangelists, by Mark Teasdale, but reading 
the book is not required.  
What: Relaxed conversation over tea and a nibble (or BYO coffee, Jan 
doesn't own a coffee pot!).  
When: February 6 and 13, at 10:30 am and 7:00 pm, pick your time, 
duration 60 to 90 minutes, as decided by participants.  
Where: Jan Conrady's home, call for RSVP and directions.  
Call: 679-2237 and leave a message.  

 
 
 
 

Servant Opportunities 

¶ Provide soup and/or corn bread for Souper Bowl 
¶ We have only 2 members who prepare the altar for          

communion at the 8:00 service. It is an easy job that           
requires you to be at church by 7:30 am. It is an important task 
that can be done by men, women & responsible children. To learn 
about what is involved an experienced person will be glad to show 
you. If you are willing to volunteer for the job  you may work with 
an experienced person until you feel comfortable  working alone.  
Please call the church office to volunteer or ask questions. 

Sign up for Daily Grace 
Daily Grace is an on-the-go companion for your journey, 
offering a faith reflection every day. Encounter God’s  
extravagant, boundless and often surprising grace by 
signing up for a daily email message.  

mailto:prchristell@aol.com
mailto:soehlert@aol.com
http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/daily-grace/an-epiphany-prayer
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Thank You’s 
 

A big thank you to all the members of Grace for the bouquet of flowers that was 
delivered to me this evening. Serving on the Property committee is always a honor 
and, in a small way, giving something back to Grace. As the committee has lost all 
of it's members, I still plan to assist the custodian whenever help is needed. For 
the past 8 weeks I have been laid up with a fractured knee cap and this has 
delayed any work that I was to assist on.   Once again I truly appreciate the 
thoughtfulness. Thank you.  Art Carlson 

     ALL WE NEED IS BLOOD! 
BLEED AND FEEDñHELP THOSE IN NEED 

FEBRUARY 23,2019     9:00AM ð12:00 NOON 
We will be having a blood drive in February for Richard’s             

window to benefit the Grace Food Pantry. Got to: 
 https://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/donor/schedules/drive schedule 

Schedule your time to donate blood, when doing so please              
mention Richard’s Window for whom it should be directed.  

 It only takes a few minutes to impact lives.  
Give away’s will be given all morning!!! 

From our custodian Johnñ 
In June of 2016, I was pleasantly surprised by my sister-in-law, Chris               
Venaas, when she told me of an opportunity to work as a part time 
custodian here at Grace Lutheran Church.  2 and a half years later, Iõm 
grateful for this opportunity.  Little did I realize the vibrant and caring 
community you have here. I find myself stumbling for words, so I will 
say that I wish to thank you.   I will think of you fondly as I begin my 
new full time employment. Sincerely, John C. Dambrauskas 

https://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/27487


9 

 

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  
 

On Tuesday, January 15, 2019 the Congregational Council held its regular 
meeting. Pastor Christell’s report was presented and accepted.   

Further information concerning Council action can be seen below. 
 

Dates To Know:  January 27—Annual Meeting, Council brings snacks 
 

¶ Nominating Committee needs to meet for Council members for        
Annual Meeting nominations 

¶ Old and New Heating and AC Equipment should have a service 
agreement in order to maintain warranty for the new system 

¶ A percentage (10%) must be left from repairs form the lightning 
strike to do a final walk through and punch list.  Insurance has this 
covered. 

¶ Food Basket dedicated fund was discussed and Randy Heidorn 
moved that the line item be zeroed out from 2018 going forward.  
Funds to be used to do so from Jack Genskow Social Ministry line.  

     -Motion was approved.    
¶ Administration and Finance presented Budget 2019 for approval to 

go before the congregation at the Annual Meeting -Motion Approved. 
  

December 2018    December 2017 

Income  $42,542    Income  $69,102 

Expense  $30,080    Expense  $32,184 

Surplus  $12,462    Surplus  $36,918 
 

YTD 2018     YTD 2017 

Income $387,694    Income $390,314 

Expense $384,098    Expense $373,396 

                Surplus $3,596    Surplus $16,917   
  

Attendance records (based on weekend attendance) 
 

           December 2018                   December 2017  

  827 (4 weeks incl. All Christmas)            783 (5 weeks incl. All Christmas) 
 

               2018 AVG. TD: 124                2017 AVG. TD: 133    
   

  Average attendance, year to date: this is the total number of worshippers divided by 
the number of weekends in the year to date. (i.e. Total attendance 800 divided by 6 week-

ends=133 members in average attendance). 

Random acts of kindness........we are aware of several           
people who contacted members during our cold, snowy days and 
offered to grocery shop or run other errands for them. 
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ALL WOMEN of Grace are welcome at the Women’s Circle meetings  

     and other WELCA events. 
 

Please note the following things happening in February: 

February 5th: Twisted Stitchers 7:00 pm at the home of Sara Oehlert 

February 6th: Grace/Faith Circle 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Contact 
person is Charlotte Blumle. 

February 9th: Sew'n Sowers 9-12 in the church basement. Contact person 
is Charlotte Blumle. 

February 24th: Bold Women's Day 

February 26th: Ruth Circle at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Contact 
person is Jan Conrady. 

March 1st: World Day of Prayer 1:00 pm St. Paul's A.M.E. Church, 
Springfield 

March 2nd:  Please join us at our Quarterly Meeting in the church 
basement for breakfast beginning at 9:00am.  All women of Grace are 
welcome to attend any of the meetings. Host-Executive Board. 

 

                                            BOLD WOMEN’S DAY 
The Bold Woman for 2019 at Historic Grace Lutheran Church is Ann Schlicht.  
Ann is a longtime member of Grace. She is a quiet bold woman among us 
ministering in her own way. 
Ann has been quite busy working to keep our church a loving, 
welcoming house of God. Over the years, Ann has made many 
Baptismal napkins, which were given to each baptized baby’s 
family. As an added gift of love, Ann kept in contact with each 
baby’s family after the baptism. 
Ann, for years, has cleaned and mended the altar linens. She 
has done this longer than anyone can remember. Just Ann’s 
way of helping out. Ann has also been part of Sew ‘n Sewers, 
which meets to make animals to give to children in the 
hospital. She has worked in the food pantry on Monday’s 
stocking shelves and filling bags. She participates in the Lunch Bunch and 
other special activities held at Grace. One more way Ann goes the extra mile 
for Grace, is sharpening pencils for the pews and putting Kleenex in each 
pew. A very thoughtful task. 
These are a few of many things Ann has quietly done, not asking for any 
thanks, to help make Historic Grace Lutheran Church a great family friendly 
church. Ann has been and is a wonderful member of the Historic Grace 
family. As she begins to turn over some of these areas to others, I know that 
Ann will always be a Bold Woman among us, here at Historic Grace, 
ministering in her own quiet way. 
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February 2019 
 

I was reading a Women of the ELCA website/blog by 
Linda Post Bushkofsky titled “To you, with Love” and she 
presented a challenge, which I love and will do myself, in 
February for all bold women.  WELCA is combining BOLD 
WOMEN’S DAY in February with International 
Correspondence Writing Month to create a month of 
letter writing devoted to BOLD WOMEN.  On each day in 
February, write and mail (or hand deliver) a card, letter, 
thinking of you note, or postcard, or email to a bold 
woman in your life who has been important to your faith 
life.  Share encouragement with women who are challenged or words 
of Thanksgiving for the role the women have played in your faith. 
Keep a list of bold women you have written to in the month of 
February.  Take that list to worship on Bold Women’s Day, February 
24, and offer up the names during the litany of Thanksgiving or say a 
prayer to yourself thanking all the women who have helped you in 
your life. I hope you join me in this challenge because we need more 
kindness and love in this world.  Let’s get writing and have some fun! 
Jean Scherer,  Central Southern Illinois Synod President WELCA 
 
 

Please look at our updated WELCA website for pictures of the 
fall retreat in Champaign/ Urbana and it has our winter 
newsletter!  Our website is welca-csis.org 
 

TWISTED STITCHERS… is a group of ladies that get to-
gether the first Tuesday evening of the month in someone’s 
home and have an evening of fellowship and stitching crafts 
(knitting, crochet, cross-stich, quilting or anything else).  

Our next get-together will be on February 5 at 7:00 pm 
at the home of Sara Oehlert. 
 

Charlotte recently talked with Shirley Keltto (the wife of one of our former 
pastors) she would love to hear from anyone who knew her.  
Shirley Keltto,352 Cannon Way, Dundas, MN. 55019 
email-kelttos@msn.com or 1-507-581-1722      

mailto:KELTTOS@MSN.COM
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Stewardship NEWS 
The following are suggestions for some small changes for us to make and 
big wins for the Earth from the World Wildlife Fund.  With the high cost of 
electricity and propane gas, Randy and I are trying to make some changes 
ourselves.  We continue to try and recycle clothing and other items, 
compost food scraps and reduce our waste to minimize the garbage going 
into landfills.     
Clean naturally.  Try using nontoxic cleaning products using baking soda, 
vinegar, lemon and soap as ingredients. I have been experimenting with 
more natural products for the laundry and cleaning and they work fine.  
Use cold water for laundry if possible to save more energy. 
Turn it off.  Running your faucet for five minutes uses as much energy as a 
60-watt light bulb in 14 hours, so shut it down when brushing your teeth 
and save some precious water at the same time. 
Get efficient.  Refrigerators and freezers account for 1/6 of a home’s 
energy use.  Purchase energy-efficient models and don’t put them in hot 
garages where it will take more energy to operate them. 
Switch to e-bills.  In the U.S., paper bills alone generate almost 2 million 
tons of CO2. 
Shower up.  A full bathtub uses about 70 gallons of water, but a five-
minute shower takes only 10-25 gallons.   
Buy local and fresh. In North America, fruits and vegetables travel an 
average of 1,500 miles before reaching your plate.   
Pull the plug.  Many idle electronics use energy even when switched off, 
unplug devices when not in use. 
Change a bulb.  Replacing one regular light bulb with a compact 
fluorescent light can eliminate 150 pounds of carbon dioxide annually.  
Randy has been doing this for most of our bulbs to help reduce our electric 
bill. 
Power down.  Screen savers don’t use less energy, so use “sleep mode” 
and turn off your computer at the end of the day.  We are bad about this 
and need to work on this ourselves. 
Go solar.  Powering your home with solar panels shrinks your carbon 
footprint and helps lower electric bills and increases your home value.  Win
- win. 
“Dear Lord, Give us strength to take a stand and care for our Earth and 
environment so our children and grandchildren will be able to enjoy nature 
and wildlife.  Amen.”    
    Jean Scherer 
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ATTENTION THRIVENT  
MEMBERS…  
 

CHOICE DOLLARS—Depending upon what Thrivent products you have 
Thrivent allocates and amount you can direct they give to churches, 
colleges, etc.  Our church is one of the churches you can direct your money 
be given to.  In 2018 $  was given to Grace through this program.  Please 
contact Thrivent today and tell them where to direct your money. Any 
money not directed by March 31, will lose the opportunity to direct where it 
goes and Thrivent will decide what institution will get it.   

ACTION TEAMS– Every Thrivent Member may apply for two debit cards 
worth $250.00 per year to a charitable group to help with expenses for 
which a group may want to support.  The following are some ministries 
Grace may undertake this year. Additional ideas are welcome.  If you would 
like your debit card to go towards these projects or if there are any on which 
you would be interested in helping call Charlotte at 546-5573: 

Souper Bowl Sunday for the Food Pantry 

Ice Cream Social at Douglas Park for the Food Pantry 

Easter Breakfast for the Food Pantry 

Various Fundraising opportunities to help pay expenses for Youth going to 
the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston 

Special Food Pantry food for children during summer months 

Christmas Party for Washington Place residents with Prader Willy Syndrome 

Mittens Scarves and Hats or Undies and Socks for needy students 

LSSI Storybook Project Prison Ministry for prisoners 

Serving Meals at warming centers 

Providing supplies for homeless children 

Making stuffed animals for agencies who serve children and nursing homes 

 

DOROTHY BAHRE 
BETTY FOWLER 

 

GLORIA GAGNON 
DELORES KERN 
HELEN MOORE 

BARB RUBLEY 
GENE RUBLEY 

ELEANOR SAKRIS 

MEMBERS HOMEBOUND 
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    YOUR HEALTH NEWS 

 Parish Nurse...Diana Weyhenmeyer 
   

           Chuck showed me an article on Faith and a healthy lifestyle 
from his hometown Hazelton, Pennsylvania newspaper.  It was written 
by Dr. Paul Mackarey a doctor in health sciences and sports medicine.     
I will paraphrase the written article. 
 According to him all faiths promote healthy lifestyles for the mind, 
body and spirit.  Studies have shown repeatedly that people with faith 
live longer than those without. He claims five areas where faith has been 
shown to benefit the mind, body and spirit. They are as follows: 

Healthy Blood Pressure 
 High blood pressure can lead to heart disease and stroke, which 
are the leading causes of death in the US according to the CDC.  It 
affects 1 in 3 adults, and only half of these people have it under control.  
Duke University conducted a study of 4000 older adults and found that 
those who described themselves as religiously active were 40% less 
likely to have high blood pressure than those who were less religiously 
active.  They were also surprised to find those who described themselves 
as spiritual rather than religious were also less likely to develop high 
blood pressure. 

Sense of Satisfaction 
 Research also indicates religious people are more satisfied with 
their lives than those without Faith.  One study determined high 
satisfaction in churchgoers may be due to the strong social bonds 
developed by the people.  Regular church attendees see the same people 
weekly-sometimes more often -when participating in rewarding and 
gratifying church related work.  I immediately thought of the food pantry 
and some of the other volunteer work our church does to bring people 
together to help others. 

Tolerance for Adversity 
 In an impressive study by the Journal of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA) researchers interviewed 345 late stage cancer 
patients to assess their spirituality as it related to their illness.  88% said 
they were religious as it related to their coping mechanisms.  I know 
many times in life, I've turned to God for help when I didn't know what 
to do.  He's always helped me cope. 
       Stronger Immune System 
 According to a Duke University study of 1718 older adults, those 
described as highly spiritual were 50% less likely to have high levels of 
anti-inflammatory proteins that weaken the immune system and have 
been linked to some cancers, viral infections and autoimmune diseases.  
The outcome was similar for those who attend religious services weekly. 
       Continues on page 15 
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Holiday Food Basket Memorials...thank you to all those who 
gave to the Food Baskets throughout the year. The following is the list 
of those who would like to share their remembrances for Christmas: 
 ̈Joyce Abrams...to remember Bob Abrams 

 ̈Nancy Bahre & John Langfelder...to remember Woody Shadid, Alice 

and Charles Grider and Carl Bahre 

 ̈Curt & Valerie Benanti… to remember Clara, John and Carolyn 

Benanti, Betty & George Clough and Edna Nation 

 ̈Karen Duckworth...to remember loved ones 

 ̈Ann Evans... to remember my parents 

 ̈Anna Mae Handshy...to remember Marshall and Mary Handshy 

 ̈Dan & Kendal Hoselton... to remember loved ones 

 ̈Ann Schlicht and family… to remember loved ones 

 ̈Randy Heidorn and Jean Scherer… to remember Ray & Shirley 

Heidorn, Dale and Edna Scherer 

 ̈David and Nancy Watt 

 ̈Chuck & Diana Weyhenmeyer...in memory of deceased family and 

friends 

     Continued from page 14 
 

Greater Longevity 
 Those who attend services more than once per week were found 
to live 7 years longer than those who never attend services.  Research-
ers found the social benefits of belonging to a religious community may 
account for the longevity.  The lifestyle of religious people is also health-
ier. 
 I thought it was an interesting article and glad I am a member of 
Grace Lutheran Church.  I have made many friends at church and am so 
glad what we do to help others. 
 
In Christ's love, 
Diana  
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February Birthdays  
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February 2 Betty Curry 

 Bruce Loyd 

 Helen Moore 

February 3 Vivian Darling 

February 4 Jaymie Babel 

 Owen Christell 

 Brian Dees 

 Ethan Krone 

February 5 Aaron Von Holten 

February 6 Paul Appleton 

 Matthew Derber 

 Lindsey Gietl 

 Pam Schlicht 

February 8      Adalyn Lowery  

       Mary Lou Smith 

February 12 Chase Christell 

February 15 Rox Ann Rezin 

February 19 Janet Conrady 

February 22 Nicolas Menke 

 Dick Smith 

February 24 Linda Menke 

February 26 Tom Appleton 

 Greg Thompson 

DO YOU HAVE THE GIFT OF CARING? 
St Johns Hospital Hospice Program provides comprehensive 
care for people who are terminally ill as well as their families 
and loved ones.  Becoming a hospice volunteer creates a way 
for you to make a tremendous impact on your community by 
giving families your help when they tend to need it most.            
If you are looking  for a fulfilling, rewarding experience, and a 
feeling of community spirit, then this is the place for you.   
Volunteer duties include a variety of services based on the 
need and strengths of each volunteer.  
For more information about St. John’s Hospice Volunteer  
Services, contact Cassie Delaney at 217-685-0702 or email 
Cassandra.Delaney@hshs.org 
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Lunch Bunch for February 
We will meet Sunday, February 17th, immediately following the 10:30  

worship service. Friends, relatives and non-members are always welcome.  
Cost is $4.00.  Please sign up on the reservation sheet in the Fellowship 

Hall by Sunday, February 10th.  Menu: Soup and cherry pie 

SEW’N SOWERS STUFFED ANIMAL PROJECT... We make  
stuffed  animals and donate them to various places in town.   
VALENTINES GIFTS… we have stuffed animals made out of  
Valentine fabric. They will be available through February 10.   
Suggested donation is $3.00 for small and $5.00 for larger. We meet 
the second Saturday of every month from 9:00 am–12 noon. Fabric 
which the Sew’n sowers use to make stuffed animals may be placed  
in the cabinets over the coat rack in the Fellowship Hall.  
Questions may be referred to Charlotte, 546-5573.   

IN OTHER NEWSé 
 

Providing Meals for the Winter Warming Center  
The Winter Warming Center is an overflow homeless shelter in 
Springfield for the winter months. They are in need of hot meals 
for dinner throughout the winter. Grace will be providing the 
evening meal for Friday, March 29. We will meet at church at 
5:00pm that day to prepare the meal and will deliver to the shelter at 
6:30pm. If you are able to provide food and/or help to prepare and deliver 
the meal, please sign up on the white board in the fellowship hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flower Chart...When you donate altar flowers, if you wish 
the worship bulletin to state what event or person you wish to 
honor or remember, please complete the form next to the 
flower chart. The chart is in the Fellowship Hall.  The cost is 
$20.00 for one vase and $40.00 for both.  If both are spoken 
for, a bouquet in the center can be purchased. Please note 

during Lent there are no flowers.   
 

**There are many open dates for 2019 
 if you would like to give flowers. 
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ADDRESS CHANGES...Please fill out the blue attendance card or the 
form below to change your address and return the forms to the church 
office.  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTIFICATION:  

Name__________________________________________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________________State________________Zip_________ 

 

Phone _________________E-Mail____________________________________ 

DONATE A POT OF SOUP OR BUY A BOWL OF SOUP...On 
Sunday, February 3rd, 2019 bring a pot of soup and/or 
cornbread to church. After the 10:30 worship service, 
for a free will offering, you can either eat a bowl of 
soup at church or take a bowl home.  All the money 

will be given to our Food Pantry. There is a sign-up sheet in 
the Fellowship Hall for those willing to donate soup and/or 
cornbread and those willing to serve and clean up.  

 
 

FOR SALE…BUTTERBRAIDS-1 CHERRY and 1 CINNAMON $10.50 EACH 
COOKIE DOUGH-1 WHITE CHOCOLATE WITH MACADAMIA NUTS and 1 
TRIPLE CHOCOLATE $11.50 each (40 cookies in each package. They do 
not all have to be baked at the same time.)  2 BBQ Chicken Pizzas are 
also available. CONTACT CHARLOTTE AT 546-5573. 

 
HELP IS NEEDED...We need someone to maintain the program which 
lists the email addresses of approximately 100 people we send an email 
to when we sell butter braids. They are all non-members of grace.                
I provide the info after Easter and Thanksgiving. 
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òWe are gifts of God to one another.ó  
     —Don Schatz 

We will have a 
 NOISY OFFERING  

to benefit St. John’s 
Breadline  

to show GOD’S LOVE  
on February 16 & 17,     
at all three services.   

Please give as you are 
able and make some   

                                                               noise!! 
 

 
 
 
 

Committee and Council Members  
will be listed in March’s Grace Notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

    September-May:  Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

June-August:  Saturday 5:00 pm / Sunday 9:15 am 

Our church is ACCESSIBLE for wheelchairs,  and a Listening Device system 
is available. Nursery care is available at Sunday worship services. 

Please call the church office for any information.   

Office Hours Mon—Fri 8:30am—4:30pm 

Phone...522-3965 (voice mail available); Fax...522-5841 

Grace Food Pantry operating schedule is: 

Mon, Tues, Thu 11:00 am-2:30 pm, Wed 11:00 am-1:00 pm…522-9707 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 OUR STAFF 
   

PASTOR      
Rev. Thomas B. Christell, Jr. 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kim Gietl   
 
PARISH NURSE    
Diana Weyhenmeyer 

 CANTOR  
 J.B. George   
 
 CHURCH CUSTODIAN   
     John Dambrauskas 
 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

I Corinthians 12:27    


